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Abstract
(YHQPHDVXUHGDJDLQVWWKH0LGGOH(DVW¶VKLVWRULFDOO\WXPXOWXRXVG\QDPLFVWKHGUDPDWLFSROLWLFDOWUDQVIRUPDWLRQV
witnessed in 2011 will shape global affairs for decades to come. The collapse of the ruling power structures in 
7XQLVLD(J\SW/LE\DDQG<HPHQDVDUHVXOWRISHRSOH¶VXQSUHFHGHQWHGVWUHHWSURWHVWVDQGWKHRQJRLQJSURWHVWV
LQ6\ULDDQG%DKUDLQZHUHDOOXQH[SHFWHGHYHQWVZLWKJOREDOUDPL¿FDWLRQV,QWKHPLGVWRIWKLVWXUPRLOZLWKQHZ
national and international players and evolving political structures, Iran has attempted to use its soft power to 
exploit new opportunities and advance its narrow interests. The unpredictable outcome of these changes, coupled 
ZLWKDGHDUWKRIXQGHUVWDQGLQJDERXW,UDQ¶VVRIWSRZHUFDSDELOLWLHVDQGLWVLQWHQWKDYHSURYHQWREHDGLI¿FXOWPL[
IRU:HVWHUQSDUWLFXODUO\$PHULFDQDQDO\VWVDVWKH\DWWHPSWWRSUHGLFW,UDQ¶VIXWXUHUROHLQWKHUHJLRQDQGWKHIDU
reaching implications of that role. 
The authors of this article posit that regardless, of the eventual outcome of recent regional events, there should 
EHOLWWOHGRXEWWKDW,UDQZLOOLGHQWLI\ZD\VWRWDNHDGYDQWDJHRILWVVRIWSRZHUWRROVWRSURGXFWLYHO\VHUYHLWVRZQ
LQWHUHVWV7RWKDWHQGWKLVDUWLFOHZLOOVKRZWKDW,UDQ¶VHPSOR\PHQWRIVRIWSRZHUKDVEHHQDQLQWULQVLFHOHPHQW
of its current political system. It has become a veteran practitioner of these tactical tools, and public diplomacy 




National exercise of soft power is thought to be one of the most effective tools available for propagating a 
FRXQWU\¶VSXEOLFGLSORPDF\DJHQGD,WFDQLQFUHDVHDFRXQWU\¶VDELOLW\WRLQÀXHQFHRWKHUVVWUHQJWKHQLQWHUQDWLRQDO
prestige, increases global interaction, and obtains better economic opportunities with an eye towards establishing 
DQGVXVWDLQLQJORQJWHUPUHODWLRQVKLSV:KHQ-RVHSK1\H¿UVWLQWURGXFHG³VRIWSRZHU´LQWRWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDO








The concept of soft power is not an exclusively Western academic exercise, and understanding its implementation 
E\QRQ:HVWHUQFRXQWULHVLVSDUWLFXODUO\VLJQL¿FDQWLQHIIHFWLYHO\FRXQWHULQJDQGUHVSRQGLQJWRLW+DPLG









a foundation of national character rather than merely being a tool in the service of national interest. It further posits 
WKDWVRIWSRZHU³RXWVKLQHVDQGRYHUFRPHVKDUGSRZHULQDVSKHUHLQZKLFKWKHSRZHULVGHULYHGIURPVSLULWXDO
VRXUFHVDQGPDLQO\URRWHGLQGLYLQHDQGUHOLJLRXVIDLWKVDQGEHOLHIV´
The domestic sources of foreign policy focus their attention on the degree to which the identities of actors are 






than viewing soft power merely as a mechanism for pursuing political or strategic national interest. 











rejection of American and Israeli presence in the region and included explicit animosity towards Israel, dubbed the 
³=LRQLVWFRORQL]HU´WRHQJHQGHU6KL¶DVROLGDULW\ZLWKDOO³RSSUHVVHG´0XVOLPV7KHIRXQGDWLRQRIWKHVHQDUUDWLYHV
was built on the theme of good resisting the oppression of evil. 
  Joseph Nye, Soft Power: The means to suceed in world politics&DPEULGJH0$3HUVHXV%RRN*URXSVSUHIDFH[
  Nye, Soft Power, pp. 5-15.
  Mowlana, H. Global Information and World Communication: New Frontiers in International Relations/RQGRQ6DJH3XEOLFDWLRQV)LUVW
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worth a cursory glance here.
Using Soft Power and Dealing With Multi-dimensional Identities
The concept of identity comes from social psychology, where it refers to the images of individuality and 
GLVWLQFWLYHQHVV³VHOIKRRG´KHOGDQGSURMHFWHGE\DQDFWRUDQGIRUPHGDQGPRGL¿HGRYHUWLPHWKURXJKUHODWLRQV
ZLWKVLJQL¿FDQW³RWKHUV´7KXVWKHWHUPE\FRQYHQWLRQUHIHUHQFHVPXWXDOO\FRQVWUXFWHGDQGHYROYLQJLPDJHVRI




twentieth century, Iran has been through a series of dramatic political events that have been instrumental in the 











5D\7DNH\KGuardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs2[IRUG8QLYHUVLW\3UHVVS















incongruent value system, modern Iranian leaders have found means to extrapolate soft power advantages in order 
to solidify their international prestige, stature, and legitimacy for both external and internal authority. For example, 
WKHQRWHG,UDQH[SHUW$OL$QVDULREVHUYHGWKDW
 ³$KPDGLQHMDGKLPVHOILVDJRRGH[DPSOHRIDQLQGLYLGXDOZKRVH,VODPLFGHYRWLRQQHYHUJHWVLQWKH
 way of an intensely nationalist perspective on the world and a profound belief that Iranians, blessed 
 as they are, can achieve anything, if they put their minds to it. Belief and culture remain central to the
 ,UDQLDQZRUOGYLHZDQGLWLVFRQVHTXHQWO\LPSRUWDQWWRDSSUHFLDWH,UDQ¶VSRVLWLRQDVWKHTXLQWHVVHQWLDO
 µVRIWSRZHU¶´








celebration, even going so far as to propose gathering at Persepolis, the symbolic seat of Persian imperial power. 
7KLVLVDUHÀHFWLRQQRWRQO\RI,UDQ¶VXVHRIVRIWSRZHUWRDWWUDFWQHLJKERULQJDQGLQWHUQDOHWKQLFJURXSVEXWPRUH
LPSRUWDQWO\,UDQ¶VH[HUFLVHRIIRUHLJQSROLF\VRIWSRZHUWRDWWDLQLQWHUQDOOHJLWLPDF\DPRQJLWVRZQSRSXODWLRQWKDW
is growingly less responsive to narrow Islamic identity ornamentation. 
Soft Power as Applied Strategy












thirty-three years of reliance and emphasis on soft power tools including public diplomacy, Iran has developed an 
DSWLWXGHIRUÀH[LELOLW\WRRYHUFRPHWKHQDWXUDOGLVLQFOLQDWLRQRIUHJLRQDOSRSXODWLRQVWRDFFHSW,UDQLDQQDUUDWLYHV
not withstanding divergent religious, ethnic, linguistic, and cultural identities. Iran has managed to distill shared 





































tools at its disposal to effectively manage its international affairs and even affect its domestic constituencies. We 
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